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To whom it may concern, 

US Captain’s Training formally Requests to be a Commercial Operator License Examination Manager 

(COLEM). 

The following request includes: 
 Description of the entity requesting to be certified and its qualifications 

 How it will prevent any conflicts of interest 

 Its proposed fee structure 

This request to the commission to be certified as a COLE Manager 

(COLEM) considers the following factors: 
 Experience and ability to administer qualification examinations both by means of computer and 

by written examinations 

 Area in which applicant is willing to administer examinations 

 Frequency of examinations that applicant is prepared to offer at each examination point 

 Length of time before an applicant can begin administering examinations 

A description of US Captain’s Training (USCT) and its qualifications: 
 Experience and ability to administer qualification examinations both by means of computer and 

by written examinations 

o We have been an US Coast Guard (USCG) approved school since 2006, administering 

USCG approved exams in 8 states in 20 cities 

o We have recently been approved by the USCG to conduct USCG approved online 

courses nationwide and are in the process of establishing a nationwide network of 

proctors and locations to facilitate the approved online courses 

o Our network of proctors is capable of facilitating FCC examinations as well. 

o We have seven years of experience with USCG regulations and processes, including an 

in-depth understanding of the CFR’s 

o We are currently using a USCG approved virtual learning environment called “Moodle” 

to administer practice examinations online 

 Area in which applicant is willing to administer examinations 
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o We are willing to provide nationwide testing 

o We have an existing administration infrastructure 

o Our existing infrastructure is scheduled to increase by a factor of ten by 2014 and can 

facilitate FCC licensing 

 Frequency of examinations that applicant is prepared to offer at each examination point 

o We will offer FCC examinations upon request by the examinee  

 Length of time before an applicant can begin administering examinations 

o As soon as Jan 1, 2014 

How USCT will prevent any conflicts of interest: 
USCT will prevent conflicts of interest by adhering to the CFRS below. 

§ 13.203   Examination elements. 

(a) A written examination (written Element) must prove that the examinee possesses the operational and technical 
qualifications to perform the duties required by a person holding that class of commercial radio operator license. For 
each Element, the Commission shall establish through public notices or other appropriate means the number of 
questions to be included in the question pool, the number of questions to be included in the examination, and the 
number of questions that must be answered correctly to pass the examination. Each written examination must consist of 
questions relating to the pertinent subject matter, as follows: 

(1) Element 1 (formerly Elements 1 and 2): Basic radio law and operating practice with which every maritime radio 
operator should be familiar. Questions concerning provisions of laws, treaties, regulations, and operating procedures 
and practices generally followed or required in communicating by means of radiotelephone stations. 

(2) Element 3: General radiotelephone. Questions concerning electronic fundamentals and techniques required to 
adjust, repair, and maintain radio transmitters and receivers at stations licensed by the FCC in the aviation, maritime, 
and international fixed public radio services. 

(3) Element 5: Radiotelegraph operating practice. Questions concerning radio operating procedures and practices 
generally followed or required in communicating by means of radiotelegraph stations primarily other than in the 
maritime mobile services of public correspondence. 

(4) Element 6: Advanced radiotelegraph. Questions concerning technical, legal and other matters applicable to the 
operation of all classes of radiotelegraph stations, including operating procedures and practices in the maritime mobile 
services of public correspondence, and associated matters such as radio navigational aids, message traffic routing and 
accounting, etc. 

(5) Element 7: GMDSS radio operating practices. Questions concerning GMDSS radio operating procedures and 
practices sufficient to show detailed practical knowledge of the operation of all GMDSS sub-systems and equipment; 
ability to send and receive correctly by radiotelephone and narrow-band direct-printing telegraphy; detailed knowledge 
of the regulations applying to radio communications, knowledge of the documents relating to charges for radio 
communications and knowledge of those provisions of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea which 
relate to radio; sufficient knowledge of English to be able to express oneself satisfactorily both orally and in writing; 
knowledge of and ability to perform each function listed in § 80.1081 of this chapter; and knowledge covering the 
requirements set forth in IMO Assembly Resolution on Training for Radio Personnel (GMDSS), Annex 3. 

(6) Element 7R: Restricted GMDSS radio operating practices. Questions concerning those GMDSS radio operating 
procedures and practices that are applicable to ship stations on vessels that sail exclusively in sea area A1, as defined in 
§ 80.1069 of this chapter, sufficient to show detailed practical knowledge of the operation of pertinent GMDSS sub-
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systems and equipment; ability to send and receive correctly by radio telephone and narrow-band direct-printing 
telegraphy; detailed knowledge of the regulations governing radio communications within sea area A1, knowledge of the 
pertinent documents relating to charges for radio communications and knowledge of the pertinent provisions of the 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea; sufficient knowledge of English to be able to express oneself 
satisfactorily both orally and in writing; knowledge of and ability to perform each pertinent function listed in § 80.1081 of 
this chapter; and knowledge covering the pertinent requirements set forth in IMO Assembly Resolution on Training for 
Radio Personnel (GMDSS), Annex 3. 

(7) Element 8: Ship radar techniques. Questions concerning specialized theory and practice applicable to the 
proper installation, servicing and maintenance of ship radar equipment in general use for marine navigational purposes. 

(8) Element 9: GMDSS radio maintenance practices and procedures. Questions concerning the requirements set 
forth in IMO Assembly on Training for Radio Personnel (GMDSS), Annex 5 and IMO Assembly on Radio Maintenance 
Guidelines for the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System related to Sea Areas A3 and A4. 

(b) A telegraphy examination (telegraphy Elements) must prove that the examinee has the ability to send correctly 
by hand and to receive correctly by ear texts in the international Morse code at not less than the prescribed speed, using 
all the letters of the alphabet, numerals 0-9, period, comma, question mark, slant mark, and prosigns AR, BT, and SK. 

(1) Telegraphy Element 1: 16 code groups per minute. 

(2) Telegraphy Element 2: 20 words per minute. 

(3) Telegraphy Element 3: 20 code groups per minute. 

(4) Telegraphy Element 4: 25 words per minute. 

[58 FR 9124, Feb. 19, 1993, as amended at 69 FR 64671, Nov. 8, 2004; 73 FR 4479, Jan. 25, 2008] 

 § 13.207   Preparing an examination. 

(a) Each telegraphy message and each written question set administered to an examinee for a commercial radio 
operator license must be provided by a COLEM. 

(b) Each question set administered to an examinee must utilize questions taken from the applicable Element 
question pool. The COLEM may obtain the written question sets from a supplier or other COLEM. 

(c) A telegraphy examination must consist of a plain language text or code group message sent in the international 

Morse code at no less than the prescribed speed for a minimum of five minutes. The message must contain each 

required telegraphy character at least once. No message known to the examinee may be administered in a telegraphy 

examination. Each five letters of the alphabet must be counted as one word or one code group. Each numeral, 

punctuation mark, and prosign must be counted as two letters of the alphabet. The COLEM may obtain the telegraphy 

message from a supplier or other COLEM. 

§ 13.209   Examination procedures. 

(a) Each examination for a commercial radio operator license must be administered at a location and a time 
specified by the COLEM. The COLEM is responsible for the proper conduct and necessary supervision of each 
examination. The COLEM must immediately terminate the examination upon failure of the examinee to comply with its 
instructions. 
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(b) Each examinee, when taking an examination for a commercial radio operator license, shall comply with the 
instructions of the COLEM. 

(c) No examination that has been compromised shall be administered to any examinee. Neither the same 
telegraphy message nor the same question set may be re-administered to the same examinee. 

(d) Passing a telegraphy examination. 

(1) To pass a receiving telegraphy examination, an examinee is required to receive correctly the message by ear, 
for a period of 1 minute without error at the rate of speed specified in § 13.203 for the class of license sought. 

(2) To pass a sending telegraphy examination, an examinee is required to send correctly for a period of 1 minute at 
the rate of speed prescribed in § 13.203(b) for the class of license sought. 

(e) Passing a telegraphy receiving examination is adequate proof of an examinee's ability to both send and receive 
telegraphy. The COLEM, however, may also include a sending segment in a telegraphy examination. 

(f) The COLEM is responsible for determining the correctness of he examinee's answers. When the examinee does 
not score a passing grade on an examination element, the COLEM must inform the examinee of the grade. 

(g) When the examinee is credited for all examination elements required for the commercial operator license 
sought, the examinee may apply to the FCC for the license. 

(h) No applicant who is eligible to apply for any commercial radio operator license shall, by reason of any physical 
handicap, be denied the privilege of applying and being permitted to attempt to prove his or her qualifications (by 
examination if examination is required) for such commercial radio operator license in accordance with procedures 
established by the COLEM. 

(i) The COLEM must accommodate an examinee whose physical disabilities require a special examination 
procedure. The COLEM may require a physician's certification indicating the nature of the disability before determining 
which, if any, special procedures are appropriate to use. In the case of a blind examinee, the examination questions may 
be read aloud and the examinee may answer orally. A blind examinee wishing to use this procedure must make 
arrangements with the COLEM prior to the date the examination is desired. 

(j) The FCC may: 

(1) Administer any examination element itself. 

(2) Readminister any examination element previously administered by a COLEM, either itself or by designating 
another COLEM to readminister the examination element. 

(3) Cancel the commercial operator license(s) of any licensee who fails to appear for re-administration of an examination 

when directed by the FCC, or who fails any required element that is re-administered. In case of such cancellation, the 

person will be issued an operator license consistent with completed examination elements that have not been 

invalidated by not appearing for, or by failing, the examination upon re-administration. 

§ 13.211   Commercial radio operator license examination. 

(a) Each session where an examination for a commercial radio operator license is administered must be managed 
by a COLEM or the FCC. 

(b) Each examination for a commercial radio operator license must be administered as determined by the COLEM. 
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(c) The COLEM may limit the number of candidates at any examination. 

(d) The COLEM may prohibit from the examination area items the COLEM determines could compromise the 
integrity of an examination or distract examinees. 

(e) Within 10 days of completion of the examination element(s), the COLEM must provide the results of the 
examination to the examinee and the COLEM must issue a PPC to an examinee who scores a passing grade on an 
examination element. 

(f) A PPC is valid for 365 days from the date it is issued. 

§ 13.213   COLEM qualifications. 

No entity may serve as a COLEM unless it has entered into a written agreement with the FCC. In order to be 
eligible to be a COLEM, the entity must: 

(a) Agree to abide by the terms of the agreement; 

(b) Be capable of serving as a COLEM; 

(c) Agree to coordinate examinations for one or more types of commercial radio operator licenses and/or 
endorsements; 

(d) Agree to assure that, for any examination, every examinee eligible under these rules is registered without 
regard to race, sex, religion, national origin or membership (or lack thereof) in any organization; 

(e) Agree to make any examination records available to the FCC, upon request. 

(f) Agree not to administer an examination to an employee, relative, or relative of an employee. 

§ 13.215   Question pools. 

The question pool for each written examination element will be composed of questions acceptable to the FCC. 
Each question pool must contain at least five (5) times the number of questions required for a single examination. The 
FCC will issue public announcements detailing the questions in the pool for each element. COLEMs must use only 
currently-authorized (through public notice or other appropriate means) question pools when preparing a question set 
for a written examination element. 

[73 FR 4479, Jan. 25, 2008] 

§ 13.217   Records. 

Each COLEM recovering fees from examinees must maintain records of expenses and revenues, frequency of 
examinations administered, and examination pass rates. Records must cover the period from January 1 to December 31 
of the preceding year and must be submitted as directed by the Commission. Each COLEM must retain records for 1 year 
and the records must be made available to the FCC upon request. 

Its proposed fee structure: 
Per sitting (4 Hours) fee: $65 

Examinees are allowed to take up to 3 elements per 4-hour sitting. 


